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Welcome to the new 
Newsletter for ACJS!

[image: image18.png]As you can see however, it has no name as yet, please help us give it a good name and send us all your great ideas. The contest deadline is April 30, 2006 and the winning entry will receive a lovely prize. 

Send your name suggestions to: Linda Cherwyk at linda.cherewyk@rcmp-grc.gc.ca or 250-954-2968.

If you have items that you would like to see in the next Newsletter (Fall) or ideas for items please send them to either Ruth Addy (rgaddy@shaw.ca) or Dorthe Jakobsen (Dorthe@shaw.ca).
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Introducing your Board 
of Directors
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The ACJS Board consists of 7 people who believe in the restorative justice approach to crime prevention and put in the time needed to develop and operate the program in our community.  Each   member
volunteers their time freely to ensure the program is run in accordance with legal requirements, established policy and the values of the organization. Often Board members start out as conference team members and bring a personal knowledge of the program with them. Members are elected by the membership for two year terms.  

The Board is responsible for:
· Managing the finances, including fundraising

· Developing & operating a training program

· Screening and selecting volunteers 

· Providing annual reports

· Filing income tax returns

· Setting policy and ensuring procedures are in place to carry them out

· Reviewing and keeping current all policy

· Hiring, supervising and evaluating staff

· Planning, monitoring and evaluating the program

· Maintaining resource material

· Public relations thru speaking engagements and media relations

Current board members are: Joyce Daman, Dorthe Jakobsen, Al Kirkley, Rollie Koop, Barb Lyotier, Sam Pickard and Caryl Wylie. For more information, please contact any board member at director@acjs.ca.
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Volunteer Meeting

Date:  Monday, April 10th 7:00 pm

Place: Frank Collins' home at 1096 Eaglecrest Drive, Qualicum Beach

Agenda:
· a lively discussion on the topic "The difficulties /concerns volunteers encounter when creating/writing a conference contract",

· a celebration of Frank Collins' birthday, special party refreshments,

· an opportunity to socialize with society members.

We value your contributions and would like to see you at this meeting.  If transportation is a problem for you, phone the office (954-2968) and leave your name.  We will make every effort to get you to the meeting and back home.



Introducing your Coordinator
Linda Cherewyk has been the Program Coordinator for ACJS since February, 2005. Linda moved to Vancouver Island from Ontario in 2002. There, for 12 years, she was the Operational Manager working with Young Offenders at the Ottawa-Carleton Detention Centre for the Ministry of Corrections. 
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She also works for the Elizabeth Fry Society as a Volunteer Coordinator in Nanaimo and the Parksville RCMP as a matron in their cellblock.  Her diverse experiences have convinced her that alternative programs such as ACJS and Elizabeth Fry have promising impacts on the community and she is thrilled to be your coordinator.



December Social Honours Volunteer
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A volunteer meeting and celebration was held at the home of Frank Collins on the afternoon of December 6th.  New volunteers mingled happily with founders, board members, other volunteers and guests.  We were pleased to welcome the newly-elected Mayor of Parksville, Sandy Herle.  
There were games, prizes, refreshments and a special presentation to Maggie Passmore. She was chosen by the Board from association member nominations as the ACJS volunteer of the year 2005.  We all had a good time and are looking forward to our next get-together.
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Arrowsmith Community Justice Society - 7 Year Statistical Comparison as at March 1, 2006

	
	Year 1

Mar 1’ 99 to

Feb 29’00
	Year 2

Mar 1’00 to

Feb 28’01
	Year 3

Mar 1’01 to

Feb 28’02
	Year 4

Mar 1’02 to

Feb 28’03
	Year 5

Mar 1’03 to

Feb 29’04
	Year 6

Mar 1’04 to

Feb29’04
	Year 7

Mar 1’05

Feb 29’06 
	TOTAL

	# of Cases referred

(# of offenders referred)
	28

(39)
	36

(47)
	56

(81)
	46

(71)
	38

(53)
	30

(41)
	24

(30)
	258

(362)

	# cases rejected

(# offenders rejected)
	8

(9)
	3

(4)
	6

(9)
	2

(2)
	5

(5)
	6

(7)
	10

(12)
	40

(48)

	Offender Information:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Age:
	Minor 

Youth

Adult
	-

33

6
	5

28

14
	2

60

19
	-

58

13
	-

31

22
	2

29

10
	9

22

8
	9

261

92

	
	Gender
	Male

Female
	28

11
	31

16
	51

30
	55

16
	34

19
	30

1
	20

10
	253

107

	# Repeat offenders into program
	-
	-
	8
	1
	2
	3
	
	14

	# Off. part of a group
	19
	21
	44
	38
	32
	45
	9
	179

	# Conferences held
	
	
	
	Total 146
	
	19
	6
	214

	# cases completed
	
	
	
	Total 139
	
	15
	
	213

	# cases closed as incomplete
	
	2
	3
	1
	1
	-
	
	7

	# cases ongoing
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	5
	5

	Timeline
	Offense – referral

Referral – Conference

Referral – Completion
	35 days

38 days

94 days
	17.4 days

26.8 days

102 days
	19.1 days

34.9 days

98.5 days
	14.92 days

35.1 days

94.92 days
	13.82 days

32.9 days

100.27 days
	--

35.95 days

73.90 days
	
	12.77 days

35.49 days

96.31 days

	Jurisdiction of offense (Average)
	Parksville, Bc

Qualicum Beach BC

RDN

Other
	43%

14%

43%
	61%

25%

14%
	62%

30%

8%
	67%

29%

4%
	60%

29%

11%
	75%

13%

12%
	147 - 57%

70 - 27%

39 – 15%

2 – 1%
	57%

27%

15%

1%

	Residence of Offender

(Average)
	Parksville

Qualicum Beach

RDN

Other
	31%

23%

44%

2%
	38%

34%

26%

2%
	48%

18%

28%

6%
	42%

28%

23%

7%
	53%

28%

23%

7%
	49%

20%

26%

5%
	163 – 45%

90 – 25%

90 – 25%

19 – 6%
	44%

25%

25%

6%
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“I felt that the resolution was more meaningful and much more expedient than court”


Comment from Police Officer
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“I have very high hopes that this program will help my son/daughter to set better goals in life.”


Comment from Parent of Offender





“I’m getting a chance and will know what to do next time.  I want to be a police officer”


Comment from Offender








“I much prefer to see young people repair the damage done and then be forgiven and given a fresh start and opportunity to make better choices in the future”


Comment from Victim
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